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From Barcelona with Love 

A city of pristine architecture,
From the grand art to the miniature,
Beauty on parade,  
Not a charade,
A doorway to relics,
A home of theatrics, 
A host of grand events,
Chauffeuring everyone to pleasurable moments,
A city under the kiss of heaven,
An abode with you is a creative leaven.

by Thompson Emate 



Barcelona’s climate 

- Hot, dry, summer Mediterranean climate 
- Urban heat island effect and varied geography exacerbate 

localised temperature extremes

Meteoblue



Observed climate changes

Long standing awareness of 
heatwaves and vulnerability:

Key recent events include the 
ongoing 2 years drought with 
empty reservoirs 

Heatwaves becoming longer, 
more frequent and more intense



Recent work on climate 
vulnerability

Vulnerability to climate change index 
(IVAC)



Recent work on climate 
adaptation solutions
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CALOR citizen science project - aquí.bcn

Urban Greening
Interventions



Examples of how Barcelona 
deals with heatwaves 

Publicity and health 
warnings

Advice on coping 
mechanisms 

Network of climate 
shelters (safe spaces 
to escape the heat)



Information that could help  
address climate impacts 

Potential themes (from stakeholder discussions) 
- heat / health
- droughts (longer term + seasonal - e.g. tree planting)
- forest fires
- thermal comfort in public space 

aqui that you could 

rainwater periods to 



Challenges with implementing 
adaptation solutions 

● Downscale from territorial (climate data and projections) to 
local (implementation of projects).

● Different sectoral competences - sometimes there are problems 
in the transfer of data between public administrations, as well as 
format and time scale differences of base information.

● To bridge the gap to reach to the population target ( for 
example inform about climate shelters, specially the most 
vulnerable people - low income, elderly people).

● How to communicate climate uncertainty to citizens.

that you could include if 
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Barcelona

With the Mediterranean sea and mountains at your footsteps, this 
city rich in modernist, classical, medieval and funky new 
architecture is a great attraction to tourists and ever-growing 
number of residents (1.7 million city, 3.X million in the metro area). 
Unsurprisingly, it is one of the most densely populated cities in 
Europe.
Excellent transport infrastructure, including bike lanes with weather 
just made for cycling, gives a feeling of a smaller town where you 
can easily reach any destination.
Still, the population density takes its toll on the city climate 


